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Trump’s shift
on Russia
brings about
whiplash

Is it too late
for Turkey’s
democracy?
Elmira Bayrasli

NEWS ANALYSIS
WASHINGTON

OPINION
Turkish democracy is on life support.
On April 16, Turks will vote on 18
amendments to their country’s Constitution, including whether to abolish the
office of the prime minister and transfer its powers to the president.
Pushing for a “yes” vote is President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. A presidential
system would not only give Mr. Erdogan more authority to appoint judges
and ministers, and control budgets, but
also allow him to rule for two more
terms — until 2029 — and it would
solidify Turkey’s shift to authoritarianism. But even if a “no” vote
is preferable, it may not be enough to
save the Turkish republic from Mr.
Erdogan’s damage.
Representative democracy has
never come easily for Turkey. Founded
in 1923, the Turkish republic did
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has truly adhered to the rule
of law. The military has contributed to Turkey’s
democratic deficit. In stepping in — in
1960, 1971, 1980 and 1997 — to “restore
order” to faltering governments, Turkey’s generals reinforced top-down
rule.
Several of Mr. Erdogan’s
predecessors called for a stronger
presidency to tame the military. Upon
becoming prime minister in 2003, Mr.
Erdogan managed to place civilian
oversight over military expenditures
and gutted the generals’ hold on the
National Security Council. In part
because of these moves, the European
Union opened negotiations for Turkish
accession in 2005.
In 2006, Mr. Erdogan began to talk
about the need for Turkey to move
from a parliamentary system to an
“American-like” presidential one.
Many saw that as a further move
against the military, which was long
considered the guardian of Turkish
“secularism,” something Mr. Erdogan,
a devout Muslim, opposed. In 2010, Mr.
Erdogan’s government took several
hundred officers to court on charges of
planning to overthrow the government.
More than 200 were convicted.
In the wake of a coup attempt last
July, Mr. Erdogan secured his authority over the military when he declared
— and Parliament endorsed — a state
of emergency. Under the state of emergency, the president has authority over
military appointments. These powers
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Seeming reset in relations
between nations has
ground to screeching halt
BY PETER BAKER
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A vineyard in San Giorgio Ionico, Italy. Labor experts say at the core of Italy’s agricultural economy is a system of modern-day slavery involving more than 40,000 women.

In Italy, a discovery of ‘slavery’
SAN GIORGIO IONICO, ITALY

Death of a farm laborer
reveals a system where
women are often exploited
BY GAIA PIANIGIANI

Her husband can still recall how Paola
Clemente used to set two alarms to
make sure she woke in the middle of the
night — 1:50 a.m. — to catch the private
bus that would take her and dozens of
other women to the vineyards.
There, she would pick and sort table
grapes up to 12 hours, taking home as little as 27 euros a day, about $29, after
middlemen skimmed her pay. Sometimes she was so exhausted, she fell
asleep in the midst of conversation.
Her death of a heart attack at 49 in the
fields has set off nearly two years of
soul-searching in Italy over what the authorities, labor experts and union
organizers described as an elaborate
system of modern-day slavery — involving more than 40,000 Italian women, as
well as migrant and seasonal laborers —
that remains at the core of Italy’s agricultural economy, especially here at the
country’s jagged heel.

Stefano Arcuri’s wife, Paola, was 49 years old when she died of a heart attack while
sorting grapes in the field. She worked 12 hours a day and middlemen skimmed her pay.

After months of investigation, this
year the authorities arrested six people,
accusing them of using their recruiting
and transportation agencies to extort
wages from women so poor and desperate they dared not speak up and worked
under extreme conditions.

Ms. Clemente’s death in July 2015
moved Italian legislators to pass a law
last year aimed at combating exploitation of agricultural workers. But, experts say, their virtual enslavement remains disturbingly widespread for a
country renowned for its products

worldwide. By some measures, Italy is
the second-worst state in the European
Union for the enslavement of people, behind Poland.
“We are back to the situation we were
in in the 1950s — the rights acquired by
workers through the land reform have
been crippled, if not nixed,” said
Leonardo Palmisano, author of various
books on agricultural workers and a native of Apulia. “This is a phenomenon
that is pervasive everywhere, not only
in Apulia, and it affects Italians as well
as foreign workers.”
In Ms. Clemente’s case, farm owners
regularly paid middlemen to pick up and
transport her and the other women.
Sometimes, the middlemen pocketed
two-thirds of the women’s pay and deducted transportation costs. Five-hour
trips were not counted on the clock.
If the women complained, the recruiter would threaten not to call them anymore. “Another woman can take your
place,” one recalled being told, according to a court document.
Even now, no woman who worked
through a recruiter would speak for attribution for fear of losing her job. Investigators faced the same challenge.
“When we started interviewing Ms.
Clemente’s colleagues, we faced a wall
of silence,” said Nicola Altiero, provinITALY, PAGE 4

A week ago, President Trump was accused of being a tool for the Russians, an
unwitting agent of influence, so full of
admiration that he defended President
Vladimir V. Putin against critics who
called him a killer.
Now, Mr. Trump is in a diplomatic
clash with Mr. Putin’s Russia, his administration accusing Moscow of trying to
cover up a Syrian chemical weapons attack on civilians and his secretary of
state delivering us-or-them ultimatums.
Even in a presidency marked by unpredictability, the head-spinning shift
from coziness to confrontation has left
Washington and other capitals with a
case of geopolitical whiplash. The
prospects of improving Russian-American relations were already slim given
the atmosphere of suspicion stemming
from Kremlin meddling in last year’s
election, but the détente once envisioned by Mr. Trump has instead
deteriorated into the latest cold war.
For Mr. Trump’s camp, the abrupt
turnaround simply proved how false the
conspiracy narrative was from the start.
“If there was anything that Syria did, it
was to validate the fact that there is no
Russia tie,” said Eric Trump, the president’s son.
For some critics, it seemed to be a
cynical way of distracting attention
from the multiple investigations into
possible contacts between associates of
Mr. Trump and Russia even as Moscow
was trying to help Mr. Trump win the
presidency.
Either way, it suggested that the relationship between the two powers could
be volatile in the months to come, subject to the impulsive reactions of a president with no prior experience in foreign
policy, the often strident responses of a
Russian leader given to his own moments of pique and the clashing national
interests of both countries in key areas
around the world.
“I was skeptical from the beginning
that it would be possible for the United
States and Russia, after all that happened in the last few years, to engage in
a successful reset,” said Angela Stent, a
former national intelligence officer on
RUSSIA, PAGE 6

THE LIMITS OF U.S. POWER

President Trump may be about to
learn the lesson that American intervention can only do so much. PAGE 6
XI AND TRUMP DISCUSS NORTH KOREA

The Chinese leader and Mr. Trump
conferred by phone about the rising
tensions with Pyongyang. PAGE 6

New line from Jeff Koons tilts to fashion

BY VANESSA FRIEDMAN
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Jeff Koons, who is collaborating with Louis Vuitton, in his studio on West 29th Street in
Manhattan. His new work, entitled “Masters,” will be unveiled Tuesday at the Louvre.
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“They touch on the metaphysical: the
right here right now and its connection
to the past and the future. They’re about
shine, the basics of philosophy, passion,
what it means to be a human, what it
means to be an animal, the idea of transcendence.”
That was Jeff Koons, genius or charlatan, depending on whom you talk to —
an artist known for elevating children’s
toys and vacuum cleaners to the stature
of the Greek gods, sitting in the office
area of his 35,000-square-foot studio
meditating on his latest project: a multifaceted series he has been working on
under conditions of the utmost secrecy
for well over a year, entitled “Masters.”
Now, on the verge of the unveiling, Mr.
Koons was sparkling of eye, beatific of
mien and bountiful of reference. “Work-

ing on this, I felt a sense of my own potential, and the sharing of that with a
large community,” he said happily.
What was this wormhole to the eternal?
Another enormous public sculpture,
like “Split Rocker,” the 37-foot-high
flower-covered rocking horse bust that
had pride of place in Rockefeller Center
in 2014? A museum retrospective, like
the career-defining show at the Whitney
the same year?
Broaden your minds, people! A new
line of handbags.
Also scarves, key chains and small
leather goods, including wallets and laptop sleeves — 51 pieces in all — done in
collaboration with the French luxury
house Louis Vuitton. Though Mr. Koons
has flirted with fashion before, working
on one-off collections with Stella McCartney and H&M, this is the first time
he has created an original design for a
brand, as opposed to simply plunking a
reproduction of his work onto a product
or remaking a sculpture as a necklace.
Inspired by Mr. Koons’s “Gazing Ball”
KOONS, PAGE 2
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The work, a collaboration
with Louis Vuitton, is a
meditation on the eternal
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