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A new face
can’t mask a
racist heart

Interview
could be a
minefield
for Trump

Maya Goodfellow

NEWS ANALYSIS
WASHINGTON

OPINION

A lengthy list of questions
from the special counsel
shows why, experts say

LONDON When a government is in

crisis, a frequent tactic to limit the
damage is rebranding. New logo, new
policy name — or new faces. Sometimes it works. It looks like a meaningful response. But more often than not,
rebrands don’t mean substantive
change.
This is what Prime Minister Theresa
May is hoping the British public won’t
notice with her appointment this week
of Sajid Javid as the new home secretary.
Drafted to replace Amber Rudd,
after she “inadvertently misled” members of Parliament over targets for
deporting undocumented immigrants,
Mr. Javid has been tasked with sorting
out the so-called Windrush scandal, a
controversy over revelations that the
Home Office, which
oversees immigraBritain’s
tion enforcement,
immigration
had been deporting
policy needs
people who arrived
more than a
in Britain from Carebranding.
ribbean colonies in
It needs
the 1940s at the
invitation of the
substantive
government at the
change.
time. Some 70 years
later, the Home
Office has said these
people no longer have the right paperwork to stay in the country. The scandal has laid bare the government’s
incompetence and cruelty.
Within hours of Mr. Javid’s appointment, the BBC declared “one advantage” he should have is his background. His parents came to this country from Pakistan. As he told one
newspaper, they have something in
common with the Windrush families:
“It could have been me, my mum or
my dad,” he said, “obviously a different
part of the world, from South Asia, not
the Caribbean, but other than that,
similar in almost every way.”
It’s possible that Mr. Javid’s life
experience will grant him more empathy than his predecessors had. But his
family history alone doesn’t equal the
change that Britain desperately needs
when it comes to immigration policy.
The reaction to Mr. Javid’s appointment reveals a serious problem with
how many people seem to understand
politics. He is the first person of color
to lead the Home Office; some cheered
him for breaking that barrier. Of
course, representation isn’t entirely
inconsequential. But for too many,
there is a desire to reduce anti-racism
and anti-sexism to issues of representation: If we get more women or peoGOODFELLOW, PAGE 15

The New York Times publishes opinion
from a wide range of perspectives in
hopes of promoting constructive debate
about consequential questions.

BY CHARLIE SAVAGE

ine the press officer advising that to the
prince,” Mr. Edwards said. “He and Meghan have seen what’s been written and
said, ‘We don’t want anyone near the
wedding.’ That’s a clear message, yeah.”
Ms. Markle — a divorced, biracial
American television actress — is a strikingly untraditional bride by royal standards. The British tabloids have not
treated her with kid gloves, featuring a
drumbeat of unflattering interviews
with relatives she has not invited to the
wedding. But the relationship between
the royal family and the tabloids, two pillars of conservative England, was
fraught with tension long before she arrived on the scene.
For decades, when not effervescing
over royal weddings and births, the tabloids have castigated the royals as lazy,
frumpy, dissipated or self-indulgent.
The royals have used all the means at
their disposal to curtail access to their
personal lives.
Each side is also aware of its dependence on the other — the newspapers for
access, and the royal family for publicity.
Stig Abell, who served as director of
Britain’s Press Complaints Commission,
a regulatory body, described the relationship as “a hug that was always
threatening to become an assault.”
Prince Harry’s wedding seems to

President Trump has insisted he is eager to make the case to the special counsel, Robert S. Mueller III, that he has
done nothing wrong. But the questions
that Mr. Mueller wants to ask show why
the president’s lawyers have countered
that an interview would be a minefield
for Mr. Trump.
It is not just that the president has a
history of telling demonstrable falsehoods, while the special counsel — who
is investigating Russian interference in
the 2016 presidential election — has already won four guilty pleas for the crime
of lying to investigators. The questions
would pose additional challenges for Mr.
Trump, legal experts said.
Many of Mr. Mueller’s questions, obtained and published by The New York
Times, are so broad that Mr. Trump
would need a detailed command of a
range of issues. And, complicating efforts to try to adequately prepare him
for such an encounter, the president’s
lawyers do not know everything that the
special counsel has learned.
“This list reinforces the notion that
the president should not go in for an interview with Mueller,” said Sol Wisenberg, a white-collar defense lawyer who
was a deputy independent counsel in the
Whitewater investigation of President
Bill Clinton in the 1990s. “Mueller knows
all kinds of things — we don’t know exactly what he knows — and these are
both broad and detailed questions, making real land mines.”
This week, Mr. Trump denounced the
publication of the questions in a pair of
Twitter posts. He called it “disgraceful”
and again pronounced Mr. Mueller’s investigation a “witch hunt.” He also incorrectly declared both that none of the
questions were about “collusion” — in
fact, many centered on his campaign’s
ties to Russia — and that it would be
“hard to obstruct justice for a crime that
never happened.” (Efforts to obstruct an
investigation can be prosecuted even if
no underlying crime is found.)
Most of the dozens of questions are
about now well-known events, like the
June 2016 meeting at Trump Tower in
New York between top Trump campaign
officials and Russians promising damaging information about Hillary Clinton.
While a few touch on Mr. Trump’s business dealings — in particular, campaignera talks about a proposed real-estate
project in Moscow — they do not signal
that Mr. Mueller is examining the finances of Mr. Trump’s company, the
Trump Organization, more broadly or
contain other major surprises.
In many instances, Mr. Mueller wants
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Italy under the right

Learning Italian at a church in Sesto San Giovanni, a town outside of Milan whose history of welcoming migrants has been interrupted by
the election of a center-right government. The new mayor has blocked the building of a mosque, cut services to migrants and given priority to Italians. PAGE 3

Tabloids feel cold royal shoulder
LONDON

Only one reporter allowed
to attend Prince Harry’s
wedding later this month
BY ELLEN BARRY

Arthur Edwards, a photographer for the
British tabloid The Sun, has spent four
decades tagging along after members of
the royal family. He sprinkles his conversations with recollections of kindnesses bestowed on him over the years:
a jocular telegram from Prince Charles
in 1981, a thoughtful phone call to his
granddaughter from Princess Eugenie
in 2013.
But raise the subject of Prince Harry,
whose May 19 wedding to the American
actress Meghan Markle will be the highlight of the year for much of the British
media, and Mr. Edwards’s face clouds
over. “He’s become — it’s no secret —
he’s become very withdrawn. He doesn’t
say ‘good morning’ to us anymore,” Mr.
Edwards said. “He’s upset with us generally.”
If Mr. Edwards had hopes that Prince
Harry would be in a forgiving mood as
the wedding approached, they vanished
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Prince Harry with his fiancée, Meghan Markle. Their wedding marks a turning point, as
a younger generation of royals with a deep mistrust of the press takes center stage.

when Kensington Palace announced details of the media’s access to the ceremony: Specifically, there would be almost
none.
One reporter will be allowed into St.
George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle for
the wedding, a palace spokesman said
this week, noting that the space is lim-

ited and the event is not a formal state
occasion. Four photojournalists will get
coveted spots outside the chapel. Scores
more will be stationed along the carriage route and on the castle grounds.
Mr. Edwards, 77, a veteran of seven
royal weddings, said he assumed the decision was Prince Harry’s. “I can’t imag-

Pressure grows on R&B star accused of abuse

BY JOE COSCARELLI

For more than two decades, R. Kelly, the
multiplatinum R&B idol repeatedly accused of sexual misconduct, has outrun
his reputation. In the age of #MeToo, it
may finally be catching up to him.
Since the first major newspaper investigation into allegations of abuse by
the singer in 2000, Mr. Kelly has consistently denied that he has been violent
and sexually coercive with women and
young teenagers, even as he has settled
lawsuits, dating to the mid-1990s, with
accusers. In 2008 he was acquitted of
child pornography despite videotape
evidence that prosecutors contended
showed him urinating on and having sex
with a 13-year-old girl.
Before, during and after that case, he
sold out concerts, gave defiant interviews and, with the support of a major
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R. Kelly performing in 2016. The singer has been accused of being sexually coercive with
women and girls as young as 13. He denies the accusations and faces no criminal charges.

label, put out smash albums featuring
hit singles like “Bump N’ Grind,” “I Believe I Can Fly” and “I’m a Flirt.” Seemingly immune to scandal, Mr. Kelly has
skirted most consequences — legal, financial, social — relying on a sturdy
back catalog, a steady team of employees and a legendarily loyal fan base.
But in recent months, following a
movement led by women against
abusers that has halted the careers of
Harvey Weinstein, Matt Lauer, Russell
Simmons and many other powerful
men, cracks in the R. Kelly veneer are
beginning to show.
Since the start of the grass-roots social media and on-the-ground protest
campaign called #MuteRKelly last summer, 10 of his concerts have been canceled, including one scheduled for Saturday in his native Chicago. A lawyer, a
publicist and an assistant all parted
ways with the singer recently. And on
Monday, the Time’s Up organization,
which aims to combat sexual misconduct and support its victims, threw its
considerable celebrity weight behind
SINGER, PAGE 2
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As concerts are canceled,
the Time’s Up organization
calls for silencing R. Kelly
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