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OPINION

To use his own ludicrous metaphor,
President Trump could once shoot
someone on Twitter’s Fifth Avenue and
get away with it.
Not anymore. Twitter — Mr. Trump’s
principal means of venting, picking
petty fights, governing, campaigning
and letting loose with torrents of allcaps — finally decided on Tuesday not to
let him behave with impunity.
Mr. Trump still has the very widest
berth of any Twitter user on the planet
to huff and puff away on his tiresome
sousaphone of bloviation. But, after
doing absolutely nothing about the
president’s rule-breaking posts by
deeming his every
utterance “newsworThe social
thy” (even covfefe),
media
Twitter finally laplatform
beled two of his
finally
tweets about mail-in
decided not
voting as “potentially
misleading” and
to let the
linked to articles that
president
debunked his musbehave with
ings.
impunity.
In other words,
even if it soft-peddled
the move with “Get
the facts about mail-in ballots,” Twitter
pretty much called Mr. Trump a liar and
brought the receipts.
No surprise that the president reacted with his usual rage — on Twitter,
of course — accusing the platform on
Tuesday of “stifling FREE SPEECH.”
Ginning up his best Yertle the Turtle
tone, Mr. Trump said that “as president,”
he will “not allow it to happen.” He and
his minions continued the assault on
Wednesday, even targeting a specific
Twitter executive, a dangerous act in a
partisan time.
Oh, it happened. Someone should
hand Mr. Trump a copy of the Constitution that he promised to preserve, protect and defend, and point to where it
says that the government shall make no
law abridging freedom of speech — it
says nothing about a private company
like Twitter keeping users’ speech in
check.
In truth, Twitter is not stifling the
president’s speech. (Smarter legal
minds will walk us through the interesting free-speech issues this raises.) The
company is taking a baby step here. It’s
labeling and fact-checking and, despite
all the sturm und drang, that usually
tends to be clear-cut. In any case, it is
Twitter’s platform, so it can do as it sees
fit.
More important is what is going to
come next from Twitter and, really, from
all of the internet companies whose
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Defying outcry, Beijing
orders national security
legislation for the territory
BY KEITH BRADSHER
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At the beach in Giugliano in Campania, Italy, some were more conscientious about social distancing than others. The region allowed beach clubs to reopen on May 23.

Back to the beaches
GIUGLIANO IN CAMPANIA, ITALY

Sunbathing beats safety
as Italians flock to the sea,
hoping tourists will follow
BY JASON HOROWITZ

The lifeguard turned his back to the water and looked for danger on the sand.
All around him at the beach club west
of Naples, children on their stomachs
dug moats while adults reclined on
beach chairs, catching rays, eating
stuffed shells and reconnecting with
friends on the first Sunday back at the
beach after a monthslong lockdown.
Some maintained the new social-distancing restrictions. Some did not.
“I look a little this way,” said the lifeguard, Salvatore Scardazone, 31, shifting from the sea to the land. “And I look a
little this way.”
As the temperatures rise, sun-starved
Europeans are desperate to get to the
beach, and tourism-starved Mediterranean countries are desperate to have
them there. In Greece, the government
is trying to negotiate an “air bridge”
from Britain, with promises of 40
bathers per 1,000 square meters and disinfected chairs. The Spanish are trying

A hand sanitizer station at a beach club in Giugliano. Tourism accounts for 13 percent of
Italy’s gross domestic product, and 40 percent of that is from beach activity.

to persuade Germany to send tourists
their way, while Baltic Sea resorts,
which had a far less severe epidemic
than Spain, are trying to poach them.
But it is Italy, which endured one of
Europe’s worst outbreaks, that is most
counting on the economically restorative powers of its beaches and seas.
Tourism accounts for 13 percent of Ita-

ly’s gross domestic product, and 40 percent of that is from beach activity. Officials and beach club owners have expressed hope that foreign tourists will
spend time and money in their country
when the borders reopen on June 3. But
in the meantime, it is the Italians who
must pick up the sunbathing slack.
On May 18, the national government,

citing the dipping curve of coronavirus
infections, allowed Italian regions to reopen beach clubs. Different regions
have reacted with varying degrees of
caution. Tuscany allowed them to reopen on May 18, Campania on May 23,
Lazio on May 29, and Sicily on June 6.
This week, the governor of the island
of Sardinia, which had hardly any cases,
said visitors could come without quarantining, as long as they carried a
“health passport,” without detailing how
such a document would work.
But the national government has also
said that any sharp rise in new infections would prompt another lockdown,
and the mayor of one small town in the
southern region of Puglia closed the
beaches this week after seeing an “invasion” of sunbathers, many, he said,
“wearing their masks as necklaces.”
Italians have been waiting to get back
to the beach for months and have obsessed over their summer prospects essentially since the lockdown began in
March. (“This summer, we will go to the
beach,” the under secretary for culture,
Lorenza Bonaccorsi, assured a troubled
country in April.)
In the Italian news media, detailed
graphics and videos have regularly illustrated the possible restrictions and
proposed bathing innovations. There
were rows of plexiglass cubicles each
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China officially has the broad power to
quash unrest in Hong Kong, as the country’s legislature on Thursday nearly
unanimously approved a plan to suppress subversion, secession, terrorism
and seemingly any acts that might
threaten national security in the semiautonomous city.
As Beijing hashes out the specifics of
the national security legislation in the
coming weeks, the final rules will help
determine the fate of Hong Kong, including how much of the city’s autonomy will
be preserved or how much Beijing will
tighten its grip.
Early signals from the Chinese authorities point to a crackdown once the
law takes effect, which is expected by
September.
Activist groups could be banned.
Courts could impose long jail sentences
for national security violations. China’s
feared security agencies could operate
openly in the city.
Even Hong Kong’s chief executive
this week appeared to hint that certain
civil liberties might not be an enduring
feature of Hong Kong life. “We are a
very free society, so for the time being,
people have the freedom to say whatever they want to say,” said the chief executive, Carrie Lam, noting that,
“Rights and freedoms are not absolute.”
The prospect of a national security
law prompted an immediate pushback
in Hong Kong, where protesters are
once again taking to the streets. The international community, too, has warned
against infringing on the city’s civil liberties.
The Trump administration signaled
Wednesday that it was likely to end
some or all of the U.S. government’s special trade and economic relations with
Hong Kong because of China’s move.
The State Department no longer considers Hong Kong to have significant autonomy, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said, a condition for maintaining the
trade status.
Clues on the coming security law can
be found in earlier templates: a 2003 bill
in Hong Kong that was thwarted by protests, and a law in another semiautonomous Chinese city, Macau.
Both contained broadly worded bans
on sedition, subversion, secession and
treason, while also enhancing law enforcement powers. The Hong Kong legislation would have allowed raids withHONG KONG, PAGE 5

U.S. TO EXPEL SOME CHINESE STUDENTS

The move is latest in the Trump administration’s efforts to impose limits on
students with military links. PAGE 5

Star chef helps feed the hungry in India

BY SHALINI VENUGOPAL BHAGAT

He has cooked for the Obamas, hosted
TV shows with Gordon Ramsay, written
25 culinary books and created sumptuous meals that cost nearly $40,000 each.
But in the past two months, Vikas
Khanna, a Michelin-starred chef, has
turned his focus on India’s hungry, providing millions of meals to poor Indians
who have suffered greatly in the coronavirus lockdown.
Mr. Khanna was born in India and
went to New York as an aspiring chef 20
years ago, first paying his dues as a
dishwasher and deliveryman. As parts
of India slid into a humanitarian crisis in
recent months, with millions of out-ofwork people desperate for food, Mr.
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Vikas Khanna, a Michelin-starred chef who grew up in Amritsar, a northern Indian city,
has coordinated a program to feed Indians while he’s in lockdown at home in New York.
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A relief effort supplies
millions of meals for
the poor in lockdown

Khanna watched the news from his
apartment in Manhattan and grew despondent.
“We’ve totally failed our people,” he
said in an interview last week. “I wanted
to show that solidarity still exists.” “My
mom lives alone in Amritsar,” he added,
“and I thought: What if she needed help
and there was no one to help her?”
Mr. Khanna, 48, is a Hindu, but having
grown up in Amritsar, a northern Indian
city with many Sikhs, he was inspired by
the large community kitchens of the
Sikh Gurdwaras. They serve meals to
anyone who needs them.
As a disabled child with a club foot, he
said, “I had no friends, only sympathizers.” So he whiled away the hours in the
family kitchen with his grandmother,
learning to cook. In early April, he
posted an emotional appeal on Twitter,
asking people to send him details of
those who were desperate for food. Mr.
Khanna has a huge following in India,
and within hours, he was flooded with
replies. But he would soon learn that it
wasn’t so simple to reach the hungry.
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